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Fire District Improves County-wide Insurance Rating 

Property owners urged to contact insurance carriers 
 

Property insurance premiums should soon be reduced for many St. Lucie County residents.  Property 

owners will reap the benefits of work done by the Fire District to enhance emergency services provided 

to St. Lucie County residents.  In its most recent evaluation, conducted this past October by the Insurance 

Services Office, Inc. (ISO), the Fire District was successful in lowering the County’s fire protection rating 

from the current Class 3/9 split rating to a Class 3 rating for all properties located within 5 road miles of a 

fire station.  ISO representative Richard Vance called the achievement “a significant improvement for 

areas that were previously a class 9.” 

To improve the rating, the Fire District added Fire Stations 16 and 17 in 2008, implemented advanced 

training programs and added water supply equipment to its apparatus inventory in 2010.   The Fire 

District’s personnel demonstrated that they have the ability to provide a water tanker shuttle operation 

anywhere in the County.  As a result, a property’s distance from a fire hydrant is no longer important in 

determining local insurance rates. 



 The majority of properties located east of Florida’s Turnpike in the northern part of the County or east of 

Range Line Road in the southern part of the County will receive Class 3 status.  Additionally, any 

properties in western St. Lucie County located within 5 miles of Fire Station 11 on Shinn Road will receive 

the same Class 3 rating.   

As the District discovered when it polled insurance companies, the cost savings can range from $200 to 

$2,000 annually for a single family home, depending on its value.   Recent calls from residents in 

Lakewood Park and the Midway Road area have indicated that their savings will be $600-$700 annually.  

The District anticipates that property owners around the County could see similar premium reductions.  

Commercial properties should also see reduced rates. 

Fire Chief Ron Parrish credits the dedication, teamwork, and community commitment displayed by his 

employees for the success of the endeavor:  

“Given the current economic climate, it’s a great achievement.  Improving the fire protection 

rating makes our community a safer place to live and work,  supports opportunities for business growth 

by lowering insurance rates, and reflects the quality services St. Lucie County deserves.“ 

The new Class 3 rating becomes effective August 1st.  The Fire District urges St. Lucie County property 

owners to contact their insurance carriers to find out if their premiums will be reduced due to the 

improved ISO rating.  A copy of the ISO letter is available on our website at www.slcfd.com.   

The District would also like to hear from property owners who receive discounted rates so that we may 

post the insurance company information and savings on our website.  Our contact number is 772-621-

3400 or email to cchaney@slcfd.org.   
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