
              
              
              
              
              
              
                
October 2, 2023  
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
 
The St. Lucie County Fire District provides fire protection and emergency medical services to the entire county 
(614 sq. mi.).  We are a career fire department (no volunteers) with over 400 personnel operating out of 17 
strategically located fire stations and an administrative complex.  Our stations are manned 24 hours.  Our current 
ISO ratings are 2 for properties located within 1000 ft. of a fire hydrant or alternate water supply and 5 miles of a 
fire station, 10 for properties located over 5 road miles of a fire station.  This rating was put into effect October 1, 
2023. 
 
Our Standard Operating Guidelines lists the types of equipment sent to first and second alarm assignments.  If 
there were a fire at your address, a minimum of three fire engines from the closest three stations and a tanker 
would respond.  Each of the engines carries between 500 and 750 gallons of water.  The tanker carries a minimum 
of 2000 gallons of water.  For a first alarm assignment, your property would get approximately 4250 gallons of 
water that could be delivered by hose streams up to the maximum gallons per minute capabilities of the three 
engines (1250 gpm each).  In non-hydranted areas, the District has been certified by ISO for water tanker shuttle 
operations using four (4) 2000 gallon tankers and portable drop tanks.  If those resources were not deemed 
sufficient to control the fire by the officer in charge of the scene, the additional resources of the other 14 stations 
(equipment list enclosed) could be used as needed subject to availability.  In short, our normal response with our 
current equipment and personnel capabilities should be sufficient to extinguish the average single family house 
fire without the use of an alternate water source.  If in some extremely unfortunate circumstance all of our other 
equipment was inoperative or unavailable, our engines are capable of drafting from accessible static water 
sources of sufficient water depth provided there are not significant elevation differences.  Again, this would be as 
a last resort.  Water tanker shuttles, portable drafting pits, and relay pumping are tactics within our capabilities 
that are often preferred to establish and maintain a water supply in a non-hydranted area rather than drafting 
from a static groundwater source. 
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