St. Lucie County Fire District
News Release

Contact: Catherine W. Chaney
Public Information Officer

St. Lucie County Fire District
772-621-3333
cchaney@silcfd.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 26, 2010

St. Lucie County Fire District urgesresidentsto
“Keep Ther Buttsin the Car”

S. Lucie County, FL — With the early start to the dry season, the St. Lucie County Fire
District isurging residents to “Keep Their (cigarette) Butts in the Car” and do not toss

them out onto grassy areas.

“The current drought index is 513, which is not particularly dry, but circumstances will
only worsen without rain and the windy conditions will help fan any flames,” explained
Fire Chief Ron Parrish. “We have had numerous minor brushfires over the last week or

so, some of them in medians, which means a cigarette butt is the most likely culprit.”
There were xx brush fires from October xx through October xx.
The drought index range is zero to 800, with 800 being the driest conditions. During the

dry season when the drought index reaches 550, the Fire District, along with the County

and the Division of Forestry, considers actions such as a burn ban.



